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MR TOM HUNGERFORD — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [12.12 pm]: It is with sadness that I 
acknowledge the passing this week of one of Western Australia’s best loved writers, Tom Hungerford, AM. 
Described as the state’s grand old man of letters, Mr Hungerford had an outstanding literary career that included 
journalism and government public relations. He was also extensively published in the genres of autobiography, 
memoir, literary fiction and criticism. He was born in 1915 in South Perth. The family ran a small shop on what 
was Suburban Road and is now Mill Point Road, and his father set up a lending library in the corner of the shop 
where Tom Hungerford began his love of and fascination for words. 

He served in World War II against the Japanese forces in Bougainville and was a member of the occupation 
forces in Japan after the armistice. Those experiences were the foundation of his first two novels for which he 
won awards and which encouraged him to pursue a writing career. On his return to Australia in 1948, he spent a 
period in Canberra with the Australian War Memorial and a tumultuous three weeks as press secretary to ex-
Prime Minister Sir Billy Hughes. From 1951 to 1967, he worked as a journalist for the Australian News and 
Information Bureau with postings in New York and Hong Kong. Another novel resulted during this time. He was 
then posted back to Perth and served as a press officer to Premiers John Tonkin and Sir Charles Court. This was 
an eventful time in the state’s development, and one that he referred to as the great iron ore caper. By 1975, he 
had retired to concentrate full-time on writing. He wrote two radio plays before working on a series of 
autobiographical works. Wong Chu and the Queen’s Letterbox and Stories from Suburban Road are regarded as 
classics for many Western Australian readers today. Stories from Suburban Road would go on to be adapted by 
the Perth Theatre Company, premiering at the 1991 Perth International Arts Festival. Mr Hungerford received 
the Member of the Order of Australia in 1988 for his services to Australian literature. He also received the 
prestigious Patrick White Literary Award in 2002 for writers who have been highly creative over a long time but 
who have not received adequate recognition for their work. In 2004, he was honoured as one of our own state 
living treasures. 

Tom Hungerford will be remembered for his outstanding contribution to literature, his achievements as a 
journalist, novelist, short-story writer, playwright and memoirist, and his imaginative exploration of 
contemporary social experience in Western Australia and beyond. Vale, Tom Hungerford. 
 


